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PREACHED    IN    THE 


CHURCH  IN  BRATTLE  SQUARE, 


DECEMBER  1,   1833, 


THE  LORD  S  DAY  AFTER  THE  DECEASE  OF 


MISS  ELIZABETH  BOMB. 


BY  JOHN  G.  PALFREY. 


BOSTON : 

NATHAN  HALE,  14  WATER  STREET. 
183  3. 


At  the  Regular  Meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Church  in  Brat- 
tle Square,  in  Boston,  holden  Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  3d,  1833  : 
Voted, — That  this  Committee,  sensibly  affected  by  the  dispensation  of 
Divine  Providence  in  removing  by  death  one  of  the  younger  members  of 
the  Society,  return  their  thanks  to  the  Reverend  Professor  Palfrey  for  the 
appropriate  notice  which  he  took  of  the  melancholy  event,  in  his  Sermon 
delivered  on  Lord's  day,  December  1st, — and  in  the  belief  that  his  im- 
provement of  this  distressing  bereavement  should  be  preserved  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Society,  do  respectfully  request  of  him  a  copy  of  his  Sermon 
for  the  press. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Records. 

Attest — Ivees  J.  Austin,  Clerk. 


JOHN     XVII.     4. 

J    HAVE    GLORIFIED    THEE    ON    THE  EARTH.      I    HATE    FINISHED    THE    WORK 
WHICH    THOU    GAVEST    ME    TO    DO. 

Of  course,  no  other  being  upon  earth  can  use  this 
language,  with  a  like  fulness  of  meaning  to  what  was 
conveyed  in  it  by  our  Lord.  The  difference  between 
its  force,  as  employed  by  him  and  by  others,  must 
needs  be  two-fold.  The  work,  appointed  by  his  Fa- 
ther to  be  done  by  him,  immeasurably  exceeded  in 
importance  every  work  which  is  committed  by  the 
same  universal  Disposer  to  other  hands  ;  and  he  did 
his  prescribed  task  thoroughly,  while  others,  who  the 
nearest  approach  him,  at  best  leave  some  deficiency 
and  imperfection  in  the  accomplishment  of  theirs. — 
But  still  the  aim  to  be  contemplated  by  each  and 
every  one  of  us, — the  object  for  which  God  made  us 
to  live,  and  the  object  for  which  we  should  desire  to 
live, — is  exactly  described  in  the  same  terms, — the 
finishing  of  the  work,  greater  or  less,  which  God  has 
appointed  to  us  respectively  to  do  ;  and  in  that  sense 
of  the  words  in  which  they  have  close  interest  for  us, 
we  shall,  in  the  divine  estimation,  be  held  to  have  fin- 
ished that  work  which  we  have  heartily  desired,  and 
strenuously  endeavoured  to  accomplish,  though  not  all 


the  results  at  which  we  had  been  aiming  should 
prove  to  be  achieved. 

And  then  as  to  defective  accomplishment  of  our 
prescribed  task  in  life,  it  has  not  that  connexion  which 
it  may  be  hastily  imagined  to  have,  with  a  longer  or 
shorter  duration  of  life.  By  one  whose  years  God 
has  lengthened  out,  the  work  of  a  long  life  is  the 
work  appointed  by  him  to  be  done.  That  of  a  short 
life,  is  the  work  which  he  has  assigned  to  one  recalled 
in  childhood  or  in  }'outh.  If  death  separates  a  young 
friend  from  me,  I  may  mourn  his  loss  greatly  on  other 
accounts,  but  not  because  time  has  been  denied  him 
to  complete  his  task.  For  his  time  was  the  very 
measure  of  his  task.  I  cannot  deplore  him  as  having 
been  privileged  in  this  respect  less  than  others.  I 
cannot  admit  the  idea  of  any  life,  in  an  exact  way  of 
speaking,  being  prematurely  closed.  Opportunity  is 
the  eternal  limit  of  responsibleness.  "  She  hath 
done  what  she  could,"  the  language  of  our  Lord's 
commendation  of  Mary,  embodies  the  majestic  spir- 
it of  the  requisitions  of  his  Gospel ;  and  the  fair 
form  which  I  lay  in  the  earth  in  the  glory  of  its  spring 
promise,  is  as  ripe  for  heavenly  honours,  if  the  brief 
allotted  season  have  been  used  as  well, — as  that 
which  has  come  down  to  its  resting-place  bending 
under  the  venerable  decrepitude  of  a  hundred  win- 
ters. 

Having  my  reflections  naturally  directed  to  the 
subject,  by  an  event  of  the  week,  which  has  made  a 
great  impression  on  the  minds,  and  touched  a  deep 
chord  in  the  hearts  of  not  a  few  of  us  here  present, 
young,  and  middle  aged,  and  old,— I  am  going,  my 


friends,  to  present  a  few  thoughts  relating  to  the 
place  of  duty  assigned  by  providence,  in  its  universal 
distribution  of  reasonable  and  useful  service,  to  young 
persons  of  the  more  retired  sex ; — the  task  which 
God  their  Maker  sent  them  here  to  do  ; — the  work, 
which  God  their  Judge  will  look  to  them  to  finish 
before  they  proceed  to  those  of  maturer  life,  or  are 
arrested,  should  such  be  their  lot,  on  its  threshold. 
I  know,  that  happily  the  responsibilities  and  dignity 
of  the  season  of  youth  are  generally  better  estimated 
and  more  urgently  pressed,  in  our  times,  than  they 
have  been  used  to  being  heretofore.  But  do  there 
yet  remain  no  lingering  traces  of  that  somewhat  ar- 
rogant manly  assumption,  that,  as  to  men  are  com- 
mitted the  most  prominent  trusts  of  society,  the 
minds  which  are  destined  to  that  service  are  to  be 
the  great  object  of  the  philanthropist's  and  patriot's 
care  ?  I  care  not  to  strike  that  balance,  if  I  might. 
What  concerns  the  individual  for  time  and  eternity, 
is,  that  his  own  work,  whatever  it  be  and  of  what- 
ever relative  consideration,  be  well  performed  ;  and 
what  interests  the  whole  is,  not  that  one  or  another 
sphere  of  duty  be  ascertained  to  be  of  primary  ac- 
count, but  that  every  sphere  be  well  filled,  each  sev- 
eral relation  conscientiously  sustained  ;  and  sure  I  am 
that  that,  to  which  I  invite  your  attention,  is  perceived 
at  once  to  have  a  rank  in  the  social  system,  which 
there  is  no  need  to  resort  to  disparaging  comparisons 
to  establish  or  to  set  forth. 

When  we  speak  of  the  duties  of  any  specified  age 
or  other  condition,  it  is  of  course  not  any  such  gen- 
eral obligations  that  we  mean  to  enforce, — belonging 
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alike  to  all  conditions, — as  those  of  cultivating  and 
developing  in  all  conduct  the  spirit  of  christian  self- 
control,  benevolence,  and  devotion ;  but  simply  of  the 
manner  in  which  christian  principles  are  to  be  applied 
and  manifested  in  the  distinguishing  occasions  of  the 
condition  in  question. — I  observe  then,  first,  that,  in 
the  common  course  of  things,  the  work  given  to  a 
young  female  to  do,  is  the  blessed  one  of  a  good 
daughter. — A  good  daughter ! — there  are  other  min- 
istries of  love  more  conspicuous  than  hers,  but  none 
in  which  a  gentler,  lovelier  spirit  dwells,  and  none 
to  which  the  heart's  warm  requitals  more  joyfully 
respond.- — There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  comparative 
estimate  of  a  parent's  affection  for  one  or  another 
child.  There  is  little  which  he  needs  to  covet,  to 
whom  the  treasure  of  a  good  child  has  been  given. 
But  a  son's  occupations  and  pleasures  carry  him  more 
abroad,  and  he  lives  more  among  temptations,  which 
hardly  permit  the  affection,  that  is  following  him  per- 
haps over  half  the  globe,  to  be  wholly  unmingled 
with  anxiety,  till  the  time  when  he  comes  to  relin- 
quish the  shelter  of  his  father's  roof  for  one  of  his 
own.  While  a  good  daughter  is  the  steady  light  of 
her  parent's  house.  Her  idea  is  indissolubly  con- 
nected with  that  of  his  happy  fireside.  She  is  his 
morning  sun-light,  and  his  evening  star.  The  grace, 
and  vivacity,  and  tenderness  of  her  sex  have  their 
place  in  the  mighty  sway  which  she  holds  over  his 
spirit.  The  lessons  of  recorded  wisdom  which  he  reads 
with  her  eyes,  come  to  his  mind  with  a  new  charm 
as  they  blend  with  the  beloved  melody  of  her  voice. 
He  scarcely  knows  weariness  which  her  song  does 


not  make  him  forget,  or  gloom  which  is  proof  against 
the  young  brightness  of  her  smile.  She  is  the  pride 
and  ornament  of  his  hospitality,  and  the  gentle  nurse 
of  his  sickness,  and  the  constant  agent  in  those  name- 
less, numberless  acts  of  kindness,  which  one  chiefly 
cares  to  have  rendered  because  they  are  unpretending 
but  all-expressive  proofs  of  love.  And  then  what  a 
cheerful  sharer  is  she,  and  what  an  able  lightener  of 
a  mother's  cares  !  what  an  ever  present  delight  and 
triumph  to  a  mother's  affection  !  Oh  how  little  do 
those  daughters  know  of  the  power  which  God  has 
committed  to  them,  and  the  happiness  God  would 
have  them  enjoy,  who  do  not,  every  time  that  a  parent's 
eye  rests  on  them,  bring  rapture  to  a  parent's  heart. 
A  true  lo  ve  will  almost  certainly  always  greet  their 
approaching  steps.  That  they  will  hardly  alienate. 
But  their  ambition  should  be  not  to  have  it  a  love 
merely,  which  feelings  implanted  by  nature  excite, 
but  one  made  intense,  and  overflowing,  by  approba- 
tion of  worthy  conduct ;  and  she  is  strangely  blind  to 
her  own  happiness,  as  well  as  undutiful  to  them  to 
whom  she  owes  the  most,  in  whom  the  perpetual  ap- 
peals of  parental  disinterestedness  do  not  call  forth 
the  prompt  and  full  echo  of  filial  devotion. 

A  sister's  duties,  secondly,  belong  to  the  place  in 
life  of  which  I  speak  ;  and  in  the  daily  communica- 
tions of  domestic  society,  what  a  blessing  is  a  sister's 
friendship,  when  it  assumes  its  appropriate  charac- 
ter, experienced  to  be.  How  much  is  constantly 
within  her  power,  of  all  that  goes  to  make  home  a 
h  ppy  place  to  those  who  a  o'jects,  with  her,  of 
the  same  parental  care.     As  they  advance  together, 
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from  infancy  to  their  places  of  separate  service,  how 
much  of  the  promise  which  others  put  forth,  of  the 
enjoyment  which  others  experience  and  impart,  of 
the  docility  which  they  manifest,  and  the  improve- 
ment which  they  make,  depends  on  the  influence 
which  goes  forth  from  her.  How  large  and  cher- 
ished a  place  does  a  good  sister's  love  always  hold 
in  the  grateful  memory,  with  which  one  who  has 
been  blessed  with  the  benefits  of  this  relation,  looks 
back  to  the  home  of  his  childhood.  How  many  are 
there,  who,  in  the  changes  of  maturer  life,  have  found 
a  sister's  love,  for  themselves  and  others  dearer  than 
themselves,  their  ready  and  adequate  resource. 
With  what  a  sense  of  security  is  confidence  reposed 
in  a  good  sister,  and  with  what  assurance  that  it  will 
be  uprightly  and  considerately  given,  is  her  counsel 
sought.  How  intimate  is  the  friendship  between 
such  sisters,  not  widely  separated  in  age  from  one 
another.  What  a  reliance  for  warning,  excitement, 
and  sympathy,  has  each  secured  in  each.  How  many 
are  the  brothers,  to  whom,  when  thrown  into  circum- 
stances of  temptation,  the  thought  of  a  sister's  puri- 
ty has  been  as  a  constant  holy  presence,  rebuking 
every  licentious  thought.  I  suppose  that  among  se- 
curing influences  exerted  from  external  sources  upon 
the  minds  of  young  men,  there  is  scarcely  any  to 
which  more  importance  demands  to  be  attached,  than 
to  their  sense  of  the  worth  of  a  sister's  esteem,  their 
desire  of  gratifying  her  fond  ambition  for  them,  the 
sentiments  of  delicacy,  which  are  inspired  in  her  so- 
ciety, the  taste  for  other  improving  society,  which  is 
there  made  to  grow  up,  and  the  facilities  for  it  which 


she  is  able  to  afford.  Unpretending  to  authority, 
and  incapable  of  coercion  ^  a  sister's  mild  influence 
has  all  the  greater  power  to  soften  the  harshness  of 
a  rude  character,  and  to  check  the  excesses  of  ad- 
venturous or  passionate  impetuosity.  And  her  unas- 
suming example  to  the  younger  members  of  a  house- 
hold,— the  example  of  a  somewhat  more  discreet 
and  experienced  equal,  with  interests  the  same  as 
their  own,  and  feelings  and  views  not  so  dissimilar  as 
those  of  parents  are  liable  to  be  supposed,  with  con- 
stant opportunities  to  insinuate  easily  her  views  of 
duty,  and  recommend  them  by  minute  but  acceptable 
kindnesses, — possesses  a  power  over  those  younger 
minds  which  is  all  but  absolute.  No!  let  not  any  of 
my  young  hearers,  who  are  sisters,  dream  that  they 
can  be  acting  on  a  light  responsibility.  A  serious 
charge  has  been  given  them,  and  serious  considera- 
tion becomes  them  how  they  shall  fulfil  the  trust. 

I  might  go  on  to  speak  of  the  duties  belonging  to 
the  relation  of  friendship,  as  having  a  place  among 
those  of  that  class  of  persons  to  which  these  remarks 
refer  ;  and  certain  it  is  that,  in  favorable  instances, 
that  sentiment  is  known  to  subsist  between  them  in 
extraordinary  constancy,  purity,  and  warmth,  and  to 
produce,  in  respect  to  character,  a  vast  amount  of 
mutually  beneficial  results.  But  the  duties  of  friend- 
ship between  such  parties  are  in  no  respect  different 
from  what  they  are  in  other  instances,  nor  do  any  pe- 
culiar considerations  belong  to  the  case,  adding  to, 
or  qualifying  the  statement,  that  a  person  of  the 
class  in  question,  like  other  persons,  in  being  a  good 
friend,  makes  excellent  use  of  christian  principles, 
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and  becomes  a  great  benefactor.— I  proceed  therefore 
to  speak  of  duties  of  the  same  class,  belonging  to 
them,  in  a  wider  relation,  that  of  members  of  socie- 
ty. And  here  the  great  consideration  is  one,  which 
I  thank  God  many  of  them  do  not  overlook,  though 
possibly  some  of  their  number,  as  well  as  some  who 
are  not  of  their  number,  may.  While  other  persons 
are  members  of  society  for  mutual  improvement  and 
service,  they  are  not  members  of  it  merely  for  their 
own  pleasure  and  display.  God  forbid  that  they 
should  be,  or  should  be  thought  to  be.  No  !  let  them 
seek  with  a  reasonable,  and  that  too  they  will  find  the 
most  successful  aim,  to  invest  themselves  with  that 
peculiar  attractiveness  which  God  has  made  to  be- 
long to  their  age  and  sex.  It  is  right  and  becoming 
that  they  should  do  so.  But  let  them  not  mean- 
while forget  that  they  are  exposed,  and  short-lived, 
and  intelligent,  and  immortal,  and  accountable  be- 
ings as  much  as  any  of  the  rest  of  us  ;  that,  as  much 
as  any  of  us,  they  have  solemn  duties  to  do,  and 
souls,  formed  for  happiness  or  misery,  to  save.  I  do 
not  think,  that  I  am  liable  here  to  be  misunderstood, 
as  if  I  were  an  undiscriminating  ranter  against  the 
pleasures  of  society.  There  are  few  things,  which 
for  myself  I  like  better.  The  pleasures  of  society, 
rightly  sought  and  profited  by,  are  the  pleasures  of 
taste,  and  intellect,  and  benevolence,  and  these  are 
noble  parts  and  prerogatives  of  our  nature.  No  !  as 
much  grace,  and  ease,  and  accomplishment,  and  fas- 
cination even,  as  you  will, — the  more  the  better, 
provided  better  things  are  not  sacrificed  in  their  at- 
tainment or  use: — and  I  do  not  find  that  they  have 
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commonly  the  least  of  them,  who  have  the  most  of 
what,  taken  for  their  basis,  gives  them  a  substantial 
worth.  But  let  not  any,  if  any  such  there  should 
ever  be,  who  allow  fops  and  not  men  or  women  of 
sense  to  have  the  excitement  and  direction  of  their 
feeble  and  worthless  ambition, — whose  most  serious 
comparison  of  opinions  is  with  their  dress-maker, — 
let  not  any  such  suppose  that  they  are  finishing  the 
work  which  providence  has  given  to  them  to  do, 
Providence  has  dealt  more  kindly  with  them.  What 
reason  have  they  to  think  it  so  averse  as  to  have 
condemned  them  alone  to  such  a  deplorable  condition 
of  unprofitableness  ?  No  !  if  others  are  bound  to  be 
rational,  and  thoughtful,  and  useful, — if  others  are 
invited  to  be  happy,  so  are  they.  If  others  are  able 
to  go  into  society  to  improve  and  purify  while  they 
grace  it,  so,  with  the  proper  pains,  are  they  in  their 
measure,— and  their  measure  is  an  ample  one  ;  for 
the  very  attractions,  the  sense  of  which,  if  they  are 
light-minded,  may  bewilder  them, — give  them  a  vast 
power  to  influence  the  tastes,  and  sentiments,  and 
characters  of  the  other  sex.  Here  is  a  trust  of  very 
serious  magnitude.  The  moral  influence,  which  by 
favor  of  the  interest  it  excites,  the  female  mind,  duly- 
enlightened  and  conscientious,  may  exert  in  a  com- 
munity over  those  whose  characters  are  fixing,  and 
who  are  presently  to  have  the  direction  of  its  affairs, 
is  altogether  beyond  estimation.  Does  the  task, 
again,  appointed  to  others,  comprehend  duties  of  good 
neighborhood  and  charity,  and  services  to  the  faith  of 
Christ  in  various  forms  of  good  word  or  work,  as  op- 
portunity permits  or  guides,  so  does  the  task  ap- 
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pointed  to  them.  That  is  all  an  error,  which  they 
have  sometimes  seemed  to  assume  for  truth.  They 
have  no  mark  set  upon  them  as  incapable  and  worth- 
less exempts  from  honorable  and  happy  duty.  But, 
on  the  contrary,  in  devotion  to  it,  they  become  pecu- 
liarly efficient  and  blessed  agents  of  the  divine  good- 
ness, and  they  find  for  themselves  the  happiness, 
which,  sought  in  any  other  path,  will  prove  a  phan- 
tom, forever  flitting  before  their  vision,  and  eluding 
their  grasp. 

It  is  plain  that  the  remarks,  which  I  have  been  mak- 
ing, would  be  irrelevant  in  the  connexion  in  which  I 
introduced  them,  if  I  did  not  conceive  that  the  lead- 
ing traits  of  the  character,  of  which  a  feeble  sketch  has 
been  given,  were  to  be  recognized  in  the  young  per- 
son whose  recent  departure  has  called  forth  such  an 
uncommon  expression  of  public  feeling,  in  tokens  of 
cordial  respect  for  her  memory,  and  sympathy  with 
her  afflicted  friends.  If  I  present  an  example  to  the 
imitation  of  others  similarly  circumstanced,  as  I  freely 
profess  to  have  been  doing,  it  is  not  in  the  way  of 
presuming  that  it  may  have  been  faultless.  I  never 
knew  one  which  was  so, — and  if  we  must  wait  till 
we  could  find  such  an  one,  all  the  benefit  of  such  im- 
pulse as  example  is  capable  of  affording,  would  be 
lost.  Nor  do  I  undertake  to  single  out  this  as  more 
complete  than  others.  Far  be  the  arrogance  of  such 
a  discrimination  from  me.  The  belief  that  there  were 
many  such  would  be  a  very  grateful  one.  But  to 
cause  an  example  to  be  produced  to  the  best  advantage, 
it  must  be  conspicuous  as  well  as  worthy.  It  would 
be  to  less  purpose  for  me  to  adduce  it,  however  ex- 
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eellent  and  admirable,  had  it  been  witnessed  only  by 
myself  or  a  few  whom  I  was  addressing,  leaving  the 
accuracy  of  the  representation  to  be  taken  upon  trust. 
But  I  have  felt  called  upon  to  present  it  with  distinct- 
ness, because  it  by  no  means  often  happens  that  the 
character  of  a  young  woman,  possessing  that  delicate 
modesty  without  which  the  example  would  be  wanting 
in  a  chief  grace,  is,  through  favouring  circumstances, 
known  and  estimated  by  so  many  ;  and  the  very  in- 
teresting event  of  the  first  inroad  made  by  death  upon 
the  number  of  those  who  are  carrying  on  that  excel- 
lent work  of  christian  usefulness,  the  management  of 
our  Sunday  School,  demands  its  own  special  notice. 
There  are  very  many  volumes  which  contain  much 
less  meaning  than  the  single  sentence,  wiiich  records 
that  a  young  spirit,  after  beautifully  finishing  the  work 
of  a  daughter,  sister,  friend,  and  christian  benefactor, 
has  gone  to  its  reward  ;  and  the  bright  image  of  the 
course  which  has  been  run,  demands  to  be  held  up 
to  close  and  steady  view,  before,  in  any  memory 
which  recognizes  the  likeness,  time  shall  have  obscur- 
ed any  of  its  lines.* 

We  naturally  give  the  name  of  a  mystery  to  the 
early  removal  of  one,  before  whom  life  seemed  all  to 
lie  a  sunny  scene  of  enjoyment,  christian  duty,  and 
genuine  honor.  And  certainly  the  greatest  of  all 
mysteries  would  it  be,  if,  in  the  providence  of  him  who 


*  What  was  written  of  the  sermon  ends  here.  When  I  was  desired  by 
the  Society's  Committee  to  print  it.  my  remembrance  of  Ihe  concluding 
part  was  imperfect.  1  have  recovered  the  train  of  remark  as  well  as  I 
could,  making  a  connexion  wherever  I  could  not  recollect  what  had  been 
used. 
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has  all  worlds  for  the  sphere  of  his  administration, 
and  all  ages  for  the  development  of  his  plans,  events 
did  not  occur,  which  refused  to  reveal  their  reasons  of 
infinite  wisdom  and  love  to  us  who  "are  but  of  yes- 
terday, and  know  nothing."  But  upon  the  else  dark 
paths  of  God's  government,  the  light  of  his  word,  ac- 
quainting us  with  the  principles  of  that  government, 
has  been  made  to  shine;  and  as  often  as  we  have  ob- 
served a  happy  consequence  to  follow  upon  any  of 
the  gloomiest  of  his  appointments,  we  have  detected 
one  reason,  for  which,  in  his  parental  goodness,  he 
suffered  them  to  befall.  The  Father  of  Spirits  "doth 
not  afflict  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men,'5 
but  "for  their  profit," — and  the  profit,  let  us  add,  of 
all  who  witness  and  feel  for  their  grief, — "that  they 
may  be  partakers  of  his  holiness."  "By  the  sadness 
of  the  countenance,  the  heart  is  made  better,"  and 
the  sadness  which  is  made  to  overspread  many  coun- 
tenances, is  meant  to  sanctify  many  hearts.  "None 
of  us  liveth  to  himself,"  and  if  dispensations,  which 
fill  our  breasts  with  sorrow,  have  at  the  same  time 
the  effect  of  extensively  impressing  profitable  lessons 
of  truth  and  duty,  then  we  have  found  a  use  for 
which  a  good  God  designed  them.  "  No  man  dieth 
to  himself."  And  when  we  call  to  mind  that  the 
more  important  and  valued  the  life  which  has  been 
closed,  and  the  more  unlocked  for  the  fatal  blow,  the 
stronger  too  has  been  the  feeling  called  forth,  and  the 
impression  made  the  more  extensive,  serious,  and  im- 
proving,— when  we  perceive,  that  what  we  have 
called  the  mysterious  dealing  of  the  divine  Arbiter 
with  one,  is  capable  of  such  a  relation  to  the  best  in- 
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terests  of  numbers,  we  can  no  longer  say  that  we  are 
without  a  clue  to  the  elucidation  of  his  purposes. 

I  trust,  my  hearers,  that  there  are  those  of  us  who 
intend  thus  far  to  qualify  the  meaning,  with  which 
we  call  that  under  our  notice,  an  inscrutable  event. 
I  trust  we  do  not  intend  to  allow  the  true  feeling, 
which  to-day  possesses  us,  to  begin  and  end  in  fruit- 
less sorrow,  or  natural  sympathy.  Children  of  this 
society !  I  should  do  great  violence  to  my  own  feel- 
ings, as  well  as  appear  insensible,  which  it  is  impos- 
sible that  I  should  be,  to  the  special  interest  of  the 
occasion,  if  I  did  not  try  to  say,  in  a  few  friendly 
words,  how  afTectingly  it  addresses  you.  Fifteen 
years  ago,  when  I  came  hither,  our  sister  was  a  little 
playful  child,  with  a  character  as  much  in  its  ele- 
ment,— at  all  events,  as  little  tried, — as  that  of 
almost  any  of  yourselves ; — and  now  she  has  gone 
down  in  her  youth  to  an  honored  grave,  and  the  tears 
which  have  been  rained  over  that  grave,  were  tears 
of  proud  and  satisfied  affection ;  and  as,  from  one 
spring  to  another,  the  steps  of  mourners  will  turn 
towards  it,  their  hearts  will  swell  with  a  grateful 
blessing  to  God,  that  the  image,  which  always  dwells 
freshly  there,  is  the  image  of  a  life  well  devoted  to 
life's  best  objects.  For  that  it  is,  and  nothing  else, 
which  has  given  so  profound  an  interest  to  so  brief 
and  uneventful  a  history.  That  it  is,  which  gave  to 
a  life  so  short,  a  termination  which  you  have  seen  to 
be  so  lamented  ; — that  it  is,  which  gives  to  the 
memory  of  that  life  the  place  of  affectionate  venera- 
tion, which  you  have  found  to  be  held  by  it  in  many 
hearts.     The  tribute  is  not  to  the   possession  of  ad- 
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\rantages,  in  possessing  which,  the  departed  was  dis- 
tinguished from  any  of  you,  but  simply  to  christian 
excellence  exhibited  in  her,  which  all  of  you  may 
emulate.  She  was  thus  prized,  and  is  thus  mourn- 
ed, because  she  was  a  good  child  ;  a  good  sister ;  a 
good  friend,  in  one  sense  to  those  who  were  privi- 
leged by  her  intimacy,  and  in  another,  to  all  whom 
she  could  serve  ;  and  she  was  all  these,  because  she 
was  a  good  christian.  It  was  the  loveliness  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus,  which  shone  out  in  her 
life,  and  is  a  halo  around  her  blessed  memory.  Be- 
cause she  could  say,  "  I  fear  the  Lord  from  my 
youth,"  therefore  it  now  remains  to  be  said  of  her, 
with  such  a  strong  conviction  of  extraordinary  appro- 
priateness in  the  words,  that  she 

"Ne'er  knew  joy,  but  friendship  might  divide, 
Nor  gave  her  parents  pain,  but  when  she  died." 

You,  too,  my  young  friends,  desire  to  make  the  hap- 
piness of  those  to  whom  you  are  dear  while  you  live, 
and  to  leave  them  consolation  when  you  die,  if,  in 
the  reversal  of  what  we  call  the  order  of  nature,  they 
should  come  to  need  such  a  resource.  There  is  one 
way,  in  which  you  can  accomplish  that  wish.  It  is 
by  walking  in  that  path  of  religious  wisdom,  which 
is  for  yourselves  too,  the  only  path  of  pleasantness 
and  peace.  It  is  by  cultivating  that  fear  of  God, 
which  to  the  youngest  is  the  simple  beginning  of 
wisdom,  and  to  the  oldest,  its  consummation  and 
crown,  as  the  truly  wise  uniformly  own. 

Parents  !  it  cannot  be  but  that,  reflecting  on  our 
relation,  we  sometimes  think  of  the  need,  which,  in 
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one  or  the  other  form,  we  must  sooner  or  later  expe- 
rience ;  either  the  need,  summoned  to  resign  the  ob- 
jects of  our  love,  of  some  support  under  that  be- 
reavement, or  else, — leaving  them  ourselves  to  the 
chances  of  the  world — of  an  assurance  that  their  lives, 
when  we  are  no  longer  near  to  guide  them,  will  be 
worthy  and  happy  lives.  That  consolation  or  secu- 
rity, whichever  the  need  may  prove,  it  belongs  to  us 
to  be  even  now  providing ;  and — true  in  our  exertions 
to  the  greatness  of  the  object, — we  are  able,  with 
God's  blessing,  richly  to  provide  it.  The  provision 
will  cost  pains,  but  it  will  reward  them.  Rear  up 
our  children  "  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord,"^-teach  them  in  all  things  to  "  remember  their 
Creator  in  the  days  of  their  youth," — and  then  we 
shall  find  availing  comforts  present  with  us  after  the 
bitter  moment  when  we  have  closed  their  eyes,  or 
shall  commend  them  without  anxiety  to  the  blessing 
of  him,  whom  we  have  served  together,  in  the  last 
prayer  which  breaks  the  silence  of  our  own  chamber 
of  death. 

The  young  persons  of  this  congregation,  who 
mourn  a  greatly  valued  associate,  in  that  excellent 
office  of  religious  instruction  to  which  I  have  referred, 
and  others  who  have  sympathized  with  her  in  the 
persuasion,  that  happiness  is  to  be  found  in  christian 
duty,  true  honor  in  christian  usefulness,  perceive 
themselves  to  be  addressed  with  a  peculiarly  touching 
notice  of  the  necessity  of  that  religious  preparation 
for  life  or  death,  at  which  they  are  aiming ;  and  they 
feel  with  peculiar  sensibility  the  attractiveness  of 
that  eminent  example  of  the  religious  character  in 
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youth,  which,  lately  before  them  in  active  and  happy 
life,  they  are  henceforward  to  contemplate  only  in 
respectful  memory.  Those  of  you,  my  friends,  who 
have  communed  with  the  departed,  in  counsels, 
prayers,  and  efforts  for  the  building  up  of  Christ's 
kingdom  in  those  minds  of  which  he  himself  said, 
"  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven,"  grateful,  as  1 
am  sure  you  are,  for  the  privileges  of  that  commu- 
nion, and  for  those  of  its  influences  upon  yourselves, 
which  no  separation  from  one  another,  of  those  whom 
it  has  united,  can  destroy,  will  own  yourselves  to  be 
strongly  called  on,  by  this  sad  proof  of  the  insecurity 
of  earthly  hopes,  to  secure  seasonably  and  amply 
that  better  part,  which  never  can  be  taken  away 
from  you.  And  all,  I  trust,  who  have  been  growing 
up  together  here  from  infancy,  till  they  have  come  to 
step  upon  the  threshold  of  active  life,  will  be  prompted 
to  ask  themselves  the  question,  whether,  while  some 
have,  through  these  all-important  years,  been  walk- 
ing "  in  wisdom,  redeeming  the  time,"  the  same  is  to 
be  said  of  them  ;  whether  the  influences,  under  which 
the  services  of  this  place  of  their  united  devotions, 
combined  with  other  agencies  in  the  providence  and 
grace  of  God,  should  have  brought  them,  have  been 
and  are  in  action  on  their  hearts.  Has  your 
course,  too, — let  me  be  permitted  to  inquire  of  each 
young  hearer,  whose  steps  here  have  been  side  by 
side  with  the  departed, — has  your  course  too  been 
such,  in  these  precious  years,  as  to  entitle  you  in  some 
degree,  to  the  testimony  of  conscience,  that  you  have 
finished  the  work  given  you  thus  far  to  do?  You 
have  had  the  same  time,  which  has  been  so  profitably 
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used.  Have  you,  too,  been  mindful  to  employ  it 
well  ?  If  so,  greatly  happy  are  you  in  the  enjoyment 
of  that  reflection.  If  not,  happy  are  you,  that  your 
day  and  means  of  grace  are  not  yet  withdrawn  ;  and 
he  conjured  not  to  delay  an  hour  to  put  them  to  the 
indispensable  uses  of  repentance  for  the  past,  and 
resolutions  of  a  new  life  for  the  future. 

Citizens  of  this  community!  greatly  blessed  are 
you,  rich\cause  have  you  for  gratitude  to  God,  that 
you  live  and  bring  up  your  children  where  the  sense 
of  the  worth  of  youthful  excellence,  and  the  standard 
of  youthful  character,  are  so  high;  where  truly 
estimable  qualities  in  the  young  are  what  above  all 
things  attract  esteem  and  consideration,  and  the  loss 
of  one  eminently  their  possessor,  is  feelingly  owned 
to  be  a  public  calamity.  Such  sentiments  are  not 
more  honorable  to  their  object,  than  auspicious  to 
the  best  good  of  those  who  entertain  them.  Assured- 
ly, my  friends,  there  is  no  care  by  which  you  can 
more  promote  the  common  good,  than  by  endeav- 
ours to  maintain  this  sense  of  character  among  the 
young,  as  far  as  it  is  already  correct  and  high,  and  to 
advance  it  to  a  still  further  justness  and  elevation. 

"I  have  finished  the  work  thou  hast  given  me 

to  do."  Yes !  in  one  sense  the  work  is  finished. 
Morning  will  rise  and  evening  gather  its  shadows 
over  that  new  made  grave,  but  the  one  will  not  dis- 
turb, and  the  other  will  not  compose  the  peaceful 
sleeper.  Evening  will  no  longer  send  her  from  the 
happy  fireside  to  the  quiet  slumbers  of  an  unburdened 
conscience.  Morning  will  not  call  her  back  to  the 
tasks  of  filial,  sisterly,  and  Christian  love.     But  how 
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speak  we  of  the  work  of  a  good  life  being  finished  ? 
She  of  whom  we  have  used  the  words,  now  looks 
back  upon   what  we  call  death,  and  knows  it  to  be 
only,  to  use  the  language  of  a  kindred  spirit,  "  an  in- 
cident in  life."     Earth  has  no  mounds  to  confine  the 
soul.     The  sentence  is,  that  "  the  dust  shall  return  to 
the  earth  as  it  was,  and  the  spirit  shall  return  to  God 
who  gave  it."     The  spirit  has  already  gone  to  higher, 
more  unembarrassed,  more  intense,  more  joyful  life. 
The  voice,  which,  on  the  wings  of  its  soul-harmony, 
has  so  often  lifted  our  devotions  here  to  the  sphere  to 
which  it  seemed  to  belong,  is  already,  we  trust,  lend- 
ing its  rich  and  volumed  sweetness  to  swell  the  an- 
them of  the  redeemed      "  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven, 
saying  unto  me  ; — Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in 
the  Lord.    Yea,  saith  the  spirit,  for  they  rest  from  their 
labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them."     "  They 
shall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirst  any  more,  neither 
shall  the  sun  light  on  them,   nor  any  heat.     For  the 
Lamb,  who  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne,  shall  lead 
them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters,  and  God  shall 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes." 


